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2. K) AHBASSADOA KET SEPTEMBER 22 WITH PRESIDEXTIAl CANDIDATE 
UENRIOUE SALAS BONER. THIS KEETING IS [RE FIRST III A SERIES OF 
NEETIIGS UITH PRESIDENT I AL CANDIDATES FOLIOVINC THE AMtASSIMrS 
RETURI FROn CONSULTATIONS IN WASyil^rON. 

3. CI AR6ASSAD0R tOlD SAIAS: 
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-- VE ARE COIWITTED TO FREE AND FAIR FiECTIDNS IN VENEZUELA. 
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-- ff VILL RECOCNiZE AND WORN WITH tMOWVER THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE 
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K Vlll ICET WfTU ALL HAJOR CANDIDATES. iNCLUDING FORICI 
COUPSTER AMI CURRENT FRONT RUNNER HUGO CHAVEZ. OUt OECISIOH 
REGARDING CHAVEZ'S INaiCIDILITY FOR A VISA> lOKUER* IAS IDT 
CHANGED. 

-- OUR NEUTRALITY IN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS DOES NOT IMPLY 
NEUTRALITY REGMOINC OUR FUNSANENTAl INTERESTS IN VENEZUELA AND THE 
REGIDN. VE VILL TORTMRIGHTLY SUPPORT DEilOCRAnC AND CMSTITUTIONAl 
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SALAS: MEDIA NOT COVERING ME ENOUGH 



4. ICI SALAS SAID IT VOULD BE 'NATURAL' FOR THE AfflASSADOR ID MEET 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES' ALTHOUGH HE NOTED. "REAlLYi THE U.S. 
AMBASSADOR SHOULD MEET VIIN ONLY THE FIVE LEADING CANDIDATES' - 
SAlASi SAEZ. ALFARO. FERttlN> ANDi OF COURSE. CHAVEZ. 



SUMMARY 
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presidential candidate henriflue saias roner told ambassador, 
ovring a september 22 breakfast meeting. salas. currently number 
tvo in the polls (traitlhg chavez by ib to w pointsti told 
aubassador that his canpaign is 'on track' aho that he kill catch 

CHAVEZ BY LATE OCTODER. SAIAS SAID THE MEDIA AND HIS POliriCAl 
ENEfllES -NAVE ALWAYS UNDERESTIMATED NE>' AMD DECLARED THAT ME HAD 
SET UP A VERY EFFECTIK NATIONWIDE 0RGANI2ATtDN WITH REGIONAL 
COMItt linS Aim AN ACTIVE PRESENCE AT PRECINCT IFVEt. SAtAS SAID HF 

IPRESIN! ACDHPIiEIIENSiVE PAOGRAN 

in ADDRESS INI REAL PROBLEM CDNFRONTED BY VENEZUEIARS TODAY: 
JOBS' SALARIES. INFLATION. PERSONAL SECURITY. HEALTH CARE. AND 
EDUCATION. AKBASSADOR TAD SALAS THAT VE VERE COMMITTED TO THE 
ELECTORAL PROCESS AND WOULD RECOGNIZE AND VORR WITH WHOMEVER THE 
UENEZUELAN VOTERS CHOOSE TO BE THEIR PRESIDENT. HOWEVER. 
ANBtSSABOR SAID THE USG WOULB BE FDRTUllGHT IN ITS SUPPORT FOR 
BEMOCRATIC. CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERWIENI ANB THE DEEPENING OF ECONOMIC 
REFORM. END SUMMARY. 
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7; CI SALAS REFERRED TO A POLL t1 NERCOANItlYSlS/ ID BE mi\m 
THIS UEEIENS. iNDimiKC THAT NE NAB CLOSES TO WITNIM TEH POims DF 

mm. m poli< based ok moftMm mmo in tami ismn 

CHAVEZ VrTH 39 PERCEHT SUPPORT AN6 SALAS VI1H 29 PERCENT SUPPORT. 
A JULY POLL DONE BY THE SAHE CONPAHY SNOVEB CHAVEZ KITH 3S PERCEHT 
SUPPStT ANB SALAS WITH 21 PERCENT SUPPORT. SAiAS EXPECTS M 
SEPTEneER FOIL TO HARROW TKE GAP EVEN MORE. ARD POSITION SALAS FDR 
HIS GOAL OF CATCHING CHAVEZ IN OCTOBER. (SALAS nMIE A POINT OF 
TELLING THE MffiASSAOOII THAT HE SIS HOT COHNISSIDN THE NERCOANALYSIS 
POLL. BUT IHSrEAB SUBSCRIBES FO THE POLL INC SCIVICE FOR A MKINAl 
FEE.) 
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SALAS SAIO THAT HE PLACED A TREMENDOUS EMPHASIS ON ORGANIZAIIOK. 
SONETIIING THAT PAID BFF IN HIS HOK STATE DF CARAB0B8 WERE HE HAS 
TUICE ELECTED GOUERNDR ANO ROUNDLY DEFEATED CANDlBATES OF BOTH 
MAJOR PARTIES. TODAY. SALAS' HIS SON HEHRiaUE SALAS FEO VAS 
POILIHG IN THE HIGH 6IS FOR RE-EIECUCH AS GOUERHOR< ANO THE 
AD/COPEI CUBERHATORIAL CAMBIDATE MAS POlLfllS BtTgEN Tl MIB It 
PFBCfNT. STtTFII SAIAS. I 
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WTIOHAl ELECTORAL COUNCIL DOING A GBDII JOB>' OiSERIKIS NEEDEB 



12. ICI DISCUSSING THE NAIIDHAl ElECTORAL COUNCIL (CNE)' SAIAS 

SAID TIAT FHE POlincAL PARTIES HAD BEEH TRYING TO CONTROL FKE 
COUNCIL. BUT WVIO NOT 8E SUCCESSFUL. SALAS NET VITH THE CNE« AND 
VAS SATISFIES TIAI THEY MERE DEOICATED TO DOING A GOOD JOB. 
FURTHERMORE' SALAS STATEB HE BELIEVEO THE AUTOHATION BF THE 
ELECTIOMS MOUiO MORK. SALAS DID OPINE TIAT SOflE HONEY NIGHT BE 
BEING HADE. OR HAD BEEN NADE. OR TUE SIDE ON CBRTRACTS RELATED T8 
THE ELECTIONS' BUT THAT THIS VOULD NOT AFFECT HOW THE CNE BIB THEIR 
WORK. FIMLY. SALAS MIDED THAT HE WANTED INTERNATIONAL ELECTION 
OBSERVERS. AND ASSUNEO THAT THE USC WOULD PARTICIPATE IN AN 
OBSERVATION EFFORT. 
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ACCORDING TO POLIING DATA. MIEN PEOPLE WERE ASKED IF THEY PREFERRED 
A NEW CONSTITUTIDNAL ASSEHBLY OR CONST I TUT I ORAL REFORM WITHIN THE 
FRANEVORX OF THE EXISTING CONSTUUIION. THE PURLfC OVFRi0IELrffKCl)f 

PREFERRE6 DPTEO FOR THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY. HOWEVER. WHEN 
ASKE8 IF THEY PREFERRED A CONSTITUTIONAL ASSENRLY OR REALISTIC 
PBilCIES TO DEAL WITH JOBS. SALARIES. INFLATION. THE COST OF 
LIUINC. PERSONAL SECURITY (I.E. MORE AND BETTER POLICE). HEALTH 
CARE. AND EMCATION. THEY OUERVHELIIIHGLY PREFERRED SOLUTIONS TO 
TNBSE ISSUES. . 
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